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IN OUR
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Charles Vickers ’47
Still Fulfilling Dreams

The Charles J. Vickers ’47 and Anne B.
Vickers Tissue Culture Facility at Saint Peter’s
College has been a training ground for future
scientists and medical professionals since it
opened in 2008.
Research done by Leonard Sciorra, Ph.D.,
and his students in that facility has resulted
in an innovative procedure involving
non-embryonic stem cells, which may
have medical implications far beyond
Kennedy Boulevard.
“I could not have done any of the
“I am very impressed with the
research without their generous
support. We are fortunate to have Mr.
groundbreaking work Dr. Sciorra
and Mrs. Vickers helping us,” Sciorra
is doing in tissue research. It
says. “Because we have this facility,
is awesomely advanced beyond
the students get valuable experience
that they can use in applying for
anything we read about in
jobs, as well as become part of a
the ’40s.…This fascinating
research team that often results in
being able to make presentations to
undertaking is an exciting
various national and international
challenge for science students.”
meetings.”
—Charles Vickers

Vickers says he is impressed with the
groundbreaking work being done in the
facility. “There is great progress being made
regarding repairing and constructing human
organs using tissue culture methods,” he
says. “With continued aggressive research,
including the employment of the latest
sophisticated instruments, it is expected
that breakthroughs will be made in the
not-too-distant future. This fascinating
undertaking is an exciting challenge for
science students.”
The students’ hands-on experience
in the tissue culture facility is a great
benefit for their graduate studies and
future employment. Sciorra says many
of his students have gone on to research
positions at the NYU School of Medicine,
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and
Columbia University College of Physicians
and Surgeons, and have been accepted
to Ph.D. and M.D. programs at Princeton
University, New York University, MIT,
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Opening a World of Opportunities • Students at the Center Campaign • Your Retirement Accounts

PAGE 2

Charles Vickers ’47
Still Fulfilling Dreams

“I could not have
done any of the
research without
their generous
support. We are
fortunate to have
Mr. and Mrs.
Vickers helping us.”
—Leonard Sciorra
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Rutgers University, Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, UCLA and Oxford University.

Gift Supports Future Generations
Vickers, who earned a bachelor’s degree in
chemistry from the College, supported the
establishment of the tissue culture facility
and the renovation of the organic chemistry
laboratory in 1998 as a way to give back to his
alma mater.
He worked in sales and marketing for
companies such as Allied Chemical, Sheffield
Chemical, Stauffer Chemical and Geigy, and
wanted to procure his own business throughout his
career. The idea of managing all aspects appealed
to him, but the risk of going off independently
while providing for his family was too great.
“At around age 63, I decided the time had
come for me to fish or cut bait,” he says. “I chose
the former and started fulfilling my dream.”
Vickers started a pharmaceutical chemical
distribution company, Orbichem Inc. He sold
it seven years later to Marcor Development
Corporation and retired.
After decades of support and loyalty to his
alma mater, it is no wonder Vickers has chosen
to name Saint Peter’s College as a beneficiary of
his IRA. His legacy will benefit the tissue culture
facility and enable future generations of students
to fulfill their dreams.

Career Shaped at Saint Peter’s
A native of Hoboken, Vickers’ interest in the
sciences was nurtured at Saint Peter’s Prep. In
1943, his college years were interrupted by three
years in the Navy as a lieutenant junior grade
executive officer aboard Landing Craft Infantry
867 in the Pacific Theater.
While at the College, he was inspired by Fred
Jacques Sr. ’34, J. Kenneth Smith, Thomas Shea,
Rev. Joseph Schuh, S.J., and Dr. Ireland in the
sciences; Richard Nevin in English; and Rev.
Thomas Chetwood, S.J., and Rev. R. Rush Rankin,
S.J., in philosophy and ethics, respectively.
“All these disciplines raised my cultural level
and confidence and enabled me to have an
interesting and rewarding business career and
private life,” Vickers says.
His involvement in co-curricular activities at
the College had been a particularly rewarding part
of his college experience. He was a member of the
Collins Chemistry Society, track team, Argus Eyes
and Glee Club, and served as an assistant editor of
the arts and culture section of the Pauw Wow.
Charlie and Anne live in Stamford, Conn.
Married since 1977, they have five children and
five grandchildren.
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Opening a World of
Opportunities
At Saint Peter’s College, the study of liberal arts is considered the
foundation for all educational programs. The core curriculum provides
opportunities for study in a variety of disciplines.
As industries change, new careers are developed and job requirements
transform. The College is consistently updating its programs and courses
of study to meet these shifting demands.
While there are more than 50 academic majors and minors offered,
the programs at the College continue to change and expand. The latest
offerings include the B.A./M.D. program in partnership with the Drexel
University College of Medicine and Saint Peter’s University Hospital, the
five-year B.S./M.S. accounting and criminal justice programs, and the
four-year Bachelor of Science in Nursing (B.S.N.) program.
“The hallmarks of the B.A./M.D. program—early acceptance
into medical school and participation in hospital research alongside
physicians—provide a unique opportunity for students to know very early
that they are indeed on their way to achieving a medical degree from the
nation’s largest private medical school,” says Velda Goldberg, Ph.D., dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences/School of Business Administration.
The five-year combined degree programs in accounting and criminal
justice promote the attainment of an advanced degree while saving
students time and money. In their junior year, accounting or criminal
justice students accepted into the program can take two graduate courses
in their senior year. This facilitates a seamless transition into the master’s
degree program and increases the students’ marketability when they
enter the workforce.
The B.S.N. program, which recently received full accreditation
from the New Jersey Board of Nursing and is fully accredited by the
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education, has grown significantly
since its inception in 2006 and now enrolls more than 200 students.
It provides students with both classroom knowledge and clinical
experiences, which begin in the second year of study and include
OB-GYN, mental health, pediatrics, medical-surgical and community
health. At the end of their four years, students are prepared to take the
NCLEX-RN examination.
“The B.S.N. program provides a sound educational platform that
prepares our students for the rigors of nursing in an increasingly
demanding health care field,” says Ann Tritak, Ed.D., R.N., dean of
nursing. “Through a combination of classroom and clinical learning,
coupled with the College’s philosophy of cura personalis, or care for
the whole person, our students are prepared to make a difference in
patient care.”

Students at the
Center Campaign
The Academic Priority
Gifts to support the research being done in
the Vickers Tissue Culture Facility fall under
the academic priority of the Students at the
Center Campaign.
Through your generosity this fiscal
year, we have received $331,943 toward
academic priorities and more than
$4.7 million in cash and pledges since
the inception of the Campaign.
Funds will be principally directed to:
• Strengthen curricula
• Purchase equipment and supplies
• Upgrade academic facilities
• Invest in faculty development
• Support departmental activities
and projects
For more information about the academic
priority, please contact Leah Leto at
(201) 761-6110 or lleto@spc.edu. To learn
more about this priority or others, visit
www.spc.edu/campaign.
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Your Retirement Accounts: Who Will They Benefit?
The Cost of Passing These Assets on to Your Family
More than likely, a substantial portion of your savings is in your retirement
plan. As you plan your estate, you may be considering how to use those savings
to benefit loved ones. For many of us, earnings on 401(k)s, IRAs and other
retirement plans constitute the bulk of our net worth, aside from our homes. But
did you know that your most valuable assets may also constitute the biggest tax
bill for your heirs?

Reality Check
A national research study shows that
more than half of Americans aged
30 and older are largely unfamiliar
with the way in which taxes can eat
up the value of their retirement
accounts when they name loved ones
as beneficiaries. The fact is income
taxes alone can deplete 35 percent of
retirement plan funds when paid to a

loved one. Although there are ways in
which spouses (and, to a lesser extent,
other heirs) can defer taxes on these
assets when they defer receipt of the
funds, they, too, are subject to income
tax when they make withdrawals.

A Win-Win Alternative
An estate planner can help you
structure an inheritance so that family

members pay the least taxes. Experts
sometimes advise putting a charitable
component into the plan because
qualified charitable organizations
like Saint Peter’s College receive
donations tax-free. Unlike family
members, we receive the full value of
your retirement plan assets.

If you would like to learn more about
the benefits of leaving your retirement
plan assets to us and the difference
your gift could make, please contact
Ana Cravo, director of planned
giving, at (201) 761-6104 or
acravo@spc.edu.

How It Works

Changing Beneficiaries of Your Retirement Plans
If you are interested in this tax-efficient form of giving and would like to name Saint Peter’s College as a
beneficiary, simply contact your retirement plan administrator for a change-of-beneficiary form. Decide what
percentage you would like the College to receive, and name us, along with the percentage, on the beneficiary
form. Then return the form to your plan administrator.
So that you may be recognized as a Pavonia Heritage Society member, please notify Ana Cravo at (201)
761-6104 or acravo@spc.edu.
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Your investment in Saint Peter’s College allows
us to provide a learning environment that
encourages and enables each student to achieve
his or her individual goals through rigorous
academics and the personal care provided by
our Jesuit and lay faculty.

