
Bill Stein was inducted into the Saint Peter’s University 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2008 with a Special Service 
Award, and for good reason. As the former director of 
athletics from 1982 to 2008, he recorded a number of 
impressive stats on his professional scorecard, such as 
helping to raise the graduation rate of Division I student-
athletes to more than 90 percent within his 26-year 

tenure, spearheading a successful push to gain 
scholarships for all of the University’s 

sports teams and masterminding the 
University’s 50-year lease of Joseph 

J. Jaroschak Field in 1990.
As director, he made it a 
priority to know each student-

athlete at the University. He 
monitored their grades 

and kept an open line of 
communication with 
faculty. While retired 
from Saint Peter’s, Bill 
still utilizes this strategy 
from his personal 
playbook. “I stay in touch 

with former students 
and administrators,” he 

says. “It’s nice to see their 
families, how they are and 

what they’ve accomplished.”
He is also recruiting alumni 

into his team of support for Saint Peter’s. Jorge Gomez 
’85 says of Bill, “The reason I have reconnected with Saint 
Peter’s is because of Bill having reached out to me. I respect 
him enormously. He is a selfless guy who truly wants to help 
and give back.” Bill was also instrumental in getting Jorge’s 
niece, Jackie Gomez ’13, to attend Saint Peter’s.

Bill’s illustrious career in college and international  
sports began years prior to joining The Jesuit University 
of New Jersey. Bill grew up in Waterbury, Conn., and is 
a 1964 graduate of Providence College in Rhode Island, 
where he played basketball and baseball. He spent several 
years teaching and coaching at the junior high and high 
school levels and was assistant athletic director for Bryant 
College in Rhode Island. He also served as assistant 
basketball coach at Georgetown University to John 
Thompson, Jr., and was responsible for signing future 
NBA greats Patrick Ewing, Eric “Sleepy” Floyd and  
David Wingate.

But traveling as a recruiter took a toll on Bill, a happily 
married father of two. Searching for a place to settle 
down, Bill arrived at Saint Peter’s in 1981, and was 
named director of athletics in 1982.
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In order to thrive in this role, Bill “needed interaction  
with all departments on campus in order to have a 
successful department of athletics.” He adds, “I enjoyed 

the students and my door 
was always open.”

Yet Bill would soon travel 
again, this time overseas. 
In 1988, he represented 
Saint Peter’s at the Seoul 
Olympics in Seoul, South 
Korea, as the assistant 
men’s basketball coach  
for the U.S. bronze-
winning team.

Bill also represented 
Saint Peter’s Jesuit  
values as a true “man for 
others” in the community. 

With a $75,000 grant from the NCAA, he brought the 
National Youth Sports Program to Saint Peter’s.

“We worked with students, of whom 90 percent were 
under the poverty level,” he says. “As part of this program, 
they had to have physicals and eye exams, and we 
provided them lunch.”

After establishing a legacy as “someone who did the  
best job he could for the University and student-athletes,” 
Bill retired in July 2008. However, he has remained  
active with Saint Peter’s throughout the years. He  
served as a fundraiser for the Office of Advancement  
and External Affairs and was instrumental in forming  
the annual All Sports Golf Outing with co-chairs John 
Murray ’57 and Frank Reilly ’67. This year marks the  
19th outing for what is now known as the William J.  
Murray All Sports Golf Outing, renamed after William,  
a 1952 graduate of Saint Peter’s, who passed away  
in 2002.

“Bill had this idea for a golf outing to raise money for the 
sports programs,” recalls John. “A few of us met for lunch 
at Rock Spring Club, and that was the start of our very 
successful All Sports Golf program.”

In addition to his fundraising efforts, Bill has also assisted 
Saint Peter’s by providing for the athletics program in his 
estate plans. It is his love for Saint Peter’s that compels 
him to the act of Magis – the principle of doing more. 
“Saint Peter’s is a great place to further your education 
and has an excellent faculty,” Bill says. “I envision Saint 
Peter’s continuing its mission, focusing on cura personalis, 
and remaining strong academically and with a competitive 
athletics program.”

Bill has also made a request to former student-athletes to 
consider giving back to the University. “To former athletes 
who went to Saint Peter’s on a scholarship, I would like to 
see a higher number giving back. The University assisted 
you financially to get an education. Now it’s time to pay it 
forward for the next generation.” 

Bill and his wife of 40 years, Janice, live in Bethlehem, 
Pa., and Providence, R.I. They are the parents of two sons, 
Mark ’96 and the late John; and three granddaughters, 
Lea, Sarah and Ava.
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Rachel Wifall, Ph.D., has devoted her career to the 
students of Saint Peter’s University.

On most days, she can be found facilitating 
intellectual discussions in the classroom as an associate 
professor of English. And since 2009, she has served 
as director of the Honors Program, leading policy 
modifications over the last four years that “encourage 
Honors professors to be innovative and creative with 
their classes and encourage Honors students to go 
‘outside of the box’ with their education, gaining some 
of their Honors credit for study abroad, service learning 
and for-credit internships.”

Her dedication to the concept of Magis – the  
restless desire to do more – has brought the program 
to new heights. “We have more students than ever 
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“ Saint Peter’s is a great place to further your 
education and has an excellent faculty. I 
envision Saint Peter’s continuing its mission, 
focusing on cura personalis, and remaining 
strong academically and with a competitive 
athletics program. ”

– Bill Stein
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Congress reinstated the IRA charitable 
rollover, which allows you to give up to 
$100,000 from your IRA directly to Saint 
Peter’s University without having to pay 
income taxes on the money. 

 
Your gift will qualify under this law if: 

•  You are age 70½ or older at the time of 
your gift.

•  You transfer up to $100,000 directly 
from your IRA.  

•   You transfer funds outright to one or more 
qualified charities. The legislation does 

not permit direct transfers to charitable 
trusts, donor advised funds, charitable gift 
annuities or supporting organizations.

•  You make your gift by December 31, 2013.

The transfer generates neither taxable 
income nor a tax deduction, so you  
benefit even if you do not itemize your  
tax deductions. Also, if you have not  
yet taken your required minimum  
distribution for the year, your IRA charitable 
rollover gift can satisfy all or part of  
that requirement.
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graduating with honors, and the program has  
become increasingly diverse,” Rachel says. “For  
example, 40 juniors are currently preparing proposals  
for their senior theses (a record number) and current 
Honors students hail from a wide array of U.S. states  
and countries worldwide.”

Even with a fully booked schedule, Rachel finds time  
to serve as the faculty moderator for the tennis teams  
at the University. In this important role, she counsels 
student-athletes to ensure their success on the court  
and in the classroom. 

Rachel and Mike Scolamieri, head tennis coach, have 
“a friendly relationship, and if a tennis player is having 
academic problems, he or she is encouraged to come 
speak to me and I try to help in any way I can.”

There is also an added bonus to Rachel being the faculty 
moderator of the tennis teams. “I am a big tennis fan, 
and I like to attend Saint Peter’s matches,” she says, truly 
showcasing her support for student-athletes in athletics 
and academics.

For further information, 
please contact  
Ana Cravo at  
(201) 761-6104 or 
acravo@saintpeters.edu.

The information in this publication is not intended 
as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult 
an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for 
hypothetical purposes only and are subject to 
change. References to estate and income taxes 
include federal taxes only. State income/estate 
taxes or state law may impact your results.
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Track and field student-athlete Renee Brzyski ’13 has 
become acquainted with alumni who share in her athletic 
interest. In addition to recounting their experiences of 
professional growth due to a Saint Peter’s education, they 
spoke about the challenges they encountered while on the 
track and field team themselves.
 “Before I entered Saint Peter’s as an athlete, alumni 
described the team as being very small, in subpar condition, 
and they never attained a winning title,” Renee says.

Much has changed in recent years, and Renee has 
served as a witness to it all. A four-year member and 
captain of the track and field team, she has helped lead 
the Peacocks to three indoor and two outdoor MAAC 
championship titles.

Renee attributes much of this success to track athletes 
of the past. “The alumni gave us their spirit and personality 
to take with us through the growing years,” she says. “This 
shows me that there is a part of the track team that never 
leaves your side once you graduate.”

Renee “wanted to stand out not just as an athlete, but 
also as a scholar.” And she has, winning the 2013 Saint 
Peter’s University New Jersey Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women (NJAIAW) Woman of the Year Award 
for academic achievement, athletic excellence, service  
and leadership.

“This award allows me to stand out as a leader and a 
role model for student-athletes at Saint Peter’s and even 
across other universities,” Renee says. A recipient of 
academic and athletic scholarships, she adds, “I want all 
student-athletes to be aware that it is completely possible 
to achieve high academic goals while still being a part of a 
physically- and time-demanding sport.”

Throughout her time at Saint Peter’s, Renee has been 
able to do both by holding a 3.791 grade point average 
while studying sociology and occupational therapy. She is 
also a member of several honor societies: TriBeta, Alpha 
Kappa Delta, Sigma Alpha Pi, Alpha Sigma Nu, Psi Chi 
and the MAAC All-Academic Team. 

Renee attributes her success to the education she 
received at the University, noting that Saint Peter’s prides 
itself on being “men and women for others.” “Saint Peter’s 
has shown me – through its faculty, its students and its 
overall agenda – that giving back to the community and 
serving others is an important part of life.”

She adds, “I am thrilled with my experience and 
education at Saint Peter’s because I have made many 
lasting friendships along the way, learned to be more 
caring and compassionate toward others, and have been 
able to gain more meaning in my education through the 
enrichment of deep and critical thinking.”
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Renee Brzyski ’13

2641 John F. Kennedy Boulevard
Jersey City, NJ 07306
(201) 761-6104 • Fax: (201) 761-6101

Ana M. Cravo, Director of Planned Giving
acravo@saintpeters.edu 
www.saintpeters.edu/giftplanning

We would like to thank all who contributed to the 
Athletics priority of Students at the Center: The 
Campaign for Saint Peter’s University. With your 
generosity, we surpassed our $1 million goal for 
Athletics, raising $1,116,895 to date.
 While we take a “time out” to scope out future 
funding opportunities within Athletics, please 
consider supporting the General Scholarship 
Fund or the Mac Mahon Student Center. Both 
priorities help us attract and recruit student-
athletes. G
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