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Judith Valente Reynard ’76 
Inspired by the Example of St. Ignatius

Judith Valente Reynard ’76, a poet, Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, and on-air correspondent for 
the national PBS-TV show, Religion & Ethics 
News Weekly, was inspired by the example of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola. She feels that learning 
and understanding the great Ignatian prayers 
and the values they represent develops men 
and women who are “steeped in service, in 
compassion for others.”

Judith was raised in a diverse community, 
sparking a lifelong love of international travel 
and experiencing other cultures. She lived in 
a two-family home on Avenue E in Bayonne 
with her parents, siblings and close relatives. 
“I feel fortunate to have had extended family 
close by. To this day, I love a house full of 
family and friends,” she remembers. Another 
early memory was a special principal of her 
public elementary school, who arranged for 
field trips to ballets, opera and Broadway 
plays. She credits these cultural experiences 
as the beginning of her love affair with the 
performing arts. 

 During her formative teenage years, 
Judith was influenced by the Sisters of 
Charity, who operated the Academy of St. 
Aloysius in Jersey City, where Judith attended. 
They encouraged her love of music and 
appreciation of the humanities, recognized 
that she had writing talent, and nurtured 
her dream of being a writer. They also 
encouraged her to study abroad, a suggestion 
which Judith accepted, spending time in 
Paris studying at the Sorbonne. 
 As a high school junior, she was able to 
participate in a summer scholars program 
for outstanding students at Saint Peter’s 
College, allowing her to accumulate a 
semester’s worth of credits for free. 
Judith was sold on Saint Peter’s: “I very 
much liked my professors that summer, 
and the matriculating students from 
Saint Peter’s were very kind and friendly 
to me.” The following year, Saint Peter’s 
offered her a generous scholarship and 
on-campus employment.
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Put It to Good Use and See the Benefits

You can do more with your retirement assets than allow taxes to whittle away their value 
to your heirs. Learn more in the complimentary guide A New Use for Your Retirement Plan 
Assets by completing and sending the enclosed reply card.

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult an attorney. Figures cited in examples are for hypothetical purposes only 
and are subject to change. References to estate and income taxes include federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact your results.
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 “One of my fondest memories is of my 
first day of college, when my father drove me 
to school in the huge Mack truck he used to 
deliver roofing asphalt. I might have been 
embarrassed, except that I was far too excited 
about entering the life of the mind that Saint 
Peter’s represented to me,” Judith notes. She 
became the first person in her immediate family 
to graduate from college. Another fond memory 
is the day she was selected by peers to be editor of 
the Pauw Wow newspaper. Judith was the first 
woman in the history of Saint Peter’s to lead the 
paper and she remains in touch with two Pauw Wow 
colleagues from those days.
 Writing was her passion so Judith took 
every writing course given by Professor James 
C.G. Conniff, a professional writer and tough 
taskmaster who ran the College’s Prose Control 
Writing Program. He once wrote something 
to her that she kept on her desk at both The 
Washington Post and The Wall Street Journal. It 
said: “Be a pro. The differentiating note between 
that status and something less is mercilessly 
hard work and total dependability. Most people 
don’t have what it takes.” Judith says, “I took 
to heart his definition of what it means to be a 
top professional writer and it has served me well 
throughout my career.”
 Judith decided to include Saint Peter’s in her 
estate planning “because I was very impressed 
with Dr. Marylou Yam and Dr. Kathy Monahan, 
and several of the other women I’ve met in 
recent years who have leadership roles at the 
College, including, I am proud to say, my cousin 
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Donna Furina ’06, who works in the School of 
Professional and Continuing Studies.” For Judith’s 
further motivation, the gift is a way of honoring 
her parents, Theresa and Charles Valente, 
and their hard work to pay for her education. 
She intends that her gift be used “to foster an 
appreciation of poetry and the arts as resources 
for building a strong inner life, particularly a 
life of the spirit.” Judith credits the “constant 
lifeblood of poetry and the arts” as a defining 
factor in her life. 
 The Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth as well as 
the Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica 
Monastery in Atchison, Kan., are also named as 
beneficiaries in Judith’s will. Over the past three 
years, she has made regular visits to the monastery 
which developed “a deep appreciation of our rich 
monastic tradition in the Catholic Church.” Judith 
just finished writing a book about her experiences, 
and how “those of us in the secular world can try to 
live more contemplative lives by focusing on the 
monastic values of listening, simplicity, prayer, 
praise, consensus and compassion.”
 Judith emphasizes that material possessions 
are secondary to a strong interior life and cites 
theologian Karl Rahner, S.J. as her inspiration: 
“The only thing that still counts (at the end of 
life) is what we can take with us in death: that is, 
I myself as I was in the ultimate depths of my own 
heart, a heart that was either full of love, or full of 
spite and hidden selfishness.”

Judith is married to Illinois Circuit Court Judge Charles 
G. Reynard, who is also a poet. They reside in Chicago 
and Normal, Ill.
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Campus Ministry at Saint Peter’s College has two new faces this fall: 
Jeff Peak, campus minister for community service, and Brian Carreira, 
assistant director of campus ministry for retreats and spiritual life. 

Jeff has a long history with Jesuit education, including both undergraduate 
and graduate school at Creighton University in Omaha, Neb. “Saint 
Peter’s takes its Jesuit identity seriously by providing an environment that 
encourages staff members to care for students and one another as we 
foster students’—and our own—vocations as women and men for and 
with others,” Jeff says. His role will be to connect students with service 
opportunities that guide them to faith experiences and to engage with 
others in the world. 
 Students may avail themselves of many regular opportunities for prayer 
and reflection offered through retreats. Brian has already begun meeting 
the students with whom he will partner on retreats. “The students that I’ve 
met seem committed to not only their education, but to exploring Jesuit 
values and interpreting them meaningfully for their lives,” Brian says. He 
has previously worked as a high school teacher in the Bronx, served as 
a hospital chaplain and homeless outreach advocate in Manhattan, and 
taught English in Managua, Nicaragua. 
 To learn how you can support Jeff and Brian and the work of the 
Office of Campus Ministry, please contact Ana Cravo at (201) 761-6104  
or acravo@spc.edu. 

Two New Faces on Campus

Jeff Peak (left) and Brian Carreira 
(right) joined the Office of Campus 
Ministry in August 2011 and will be 
responsible for providing community 
service opportunities for our students 
and exploring Jesuit values. 

Photo Credit: Meredith MacDonald

In addition to securing resources for the general use of 
the Offices of Campus Ministry and Community Service, 
specific areas of priority include:
 •  Saint Peter Chapel (chairs and other enhancements)
 •  Ignatian prayer book for students, faculty and alumni
 •  St. Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s College Church 

operations
 •  Global Outreach
 •  Jesuit Recruitment Fund 
 •  Faculty-based community outreach programs 
For more information about the Jesuit Mission and Identity 
priority, please contact Leah Leto at (201) 761-6110 or 
lleto@spc.edu.

Students at the Center Campaign
Jesuit Mission and Identity Priority

St. Aedan’s: The Saint Peter’s College Church was officially welcomed into 
partnership with the College during a special Mass and community gathering on 

August 21. The Most Reverend Thomas A. Donato, D.D., celebrated Mass, leading 
approximately 600 people in prayer and rejoicing at this historic moment.
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What gift records should  
I keep?

A. The IRS holds you personally 
responsible for obtaining a written 
acknowledgment from a charitable  
organization for any single contribution 
of $250 or more (or any gifts of 
cash—not checks—regardless of 
amount) before you can claim a 
deduction on your federal income 
tax return. The receipt from each 
organization should provide a 
good-faith estimate of the value of 
goods or services you received, if 
any, in exchange for the gift.

Is it more advantageous to 
give cash or stock?

A. Usually a gift of stock offers greater 
benefits to you. With a cash gift, you 
can deduct the amount you give. If 
you have owned stock for more than 
12 months and it is worth more than 
you paid for it, you can deduct the 
full fair market value of the stock at 
the time of your gift. Additionally, you 
eliminate any capital gains taxes on 
the stock’s appreciation. For example, 
if you donate stock valued at $50,000 
that you purchased a few years ago 
for $8,000, your deduction will be the 

full $50,000 value, and there is no tax 
owed on the $42,000 of appreciation. 

Can I take the full 
deduction in the year  

I make the gifts?  
A. It depends on the type of gift and 
the amount of your adjusted gross 
income. You are allowed to carry over 
any “excess” deduction for up to five 
consecutive years.

Q&A
How to Receive Your Entitled Tax Benefits

How You Can Make a Difference

This is the season for looking back on 
how fortunate we have been throughout 
the year and deciding how to use our 

blessings to make a difference. If you would 
like to support the College’s mission with a 

gift of cash or securities, please visit 
www.spc.edu/campaign/methods-of-giving.html.

Q Q 

Q 

Charitable IRA Rollover
Time Is Running Out!
If you are 70½ or older, your chance to make tax-free gifts from your IRA for 2011 ends 

on Dec. 31. You can transfer up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to a qualified charitable institution such 
as Saint Peter’s College. The transfer generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you do not 
have to itemize your tax return to take advantage of this opportunity. Contact Ana Cravo at (201) 761-6104 
or acravo@spc.edu to learn more or to make your gift.


